
I hope everyone got through our winter as it was cold but with very little 
snow. Many other areas of  the country have or are still being hammered by  
bad weather. The big concern is will we get enough snow in the mountains 
for irrigation that the farmers need for the coming year.

A lot of  things have been going on at the museum. We have developed a 
Volunteer Handbook and Personnel Policies Manual for the volunteers, and 
we are working on how to get it distributed. All current and future volunteers 
will be required to abide by these policies. We are reviewing the Articles of  Incorporation that have not  
been updated for 40 years and we are also reviewing the Bylaws again.

The 2024 Annual Membership Meeting will be held on March 23 at 1:00pm at the museum. 
Members whose dues are current as of  that date will be eligible to vote for the three members of  
the board of  directors whose terms have expired. Please plan to attend this important meeting.

The board of  directors, with assistance from the attorney for the City of  Union Gap, has developed a 
Release and Indemnity form that must be completed by all groups and all individuals that have any items 
left permanently at the museum. Everything brought to the museum must be approved by the accessions 
committee prior to being brought in. If  the accession committee does not accept the items, they cannot be 
brought to the museum. This applies to everyone and includes items already on the grounds. The Release 
and Indemnity form is required and must be completed each year with pictures and is due at the museum 
on January 1. If  the form is not completed each year, the item must be removed, or it becomes the property of  the museum.  
The blank forms can be picked up at the museum office.

The museum volunteers have been busy fixing things up and keeping the museum working. We have installed a garbage  
disposal in the kitchen which will be useful to all. Electrical outlets were added in building 15 so the trams can be plugged in to charge 
the batteries. Very bright dusk to dawn lights were added at the front of  the museum to provide better visibility at night. Last summer 
we removed several bins of  trash and metal for recycling, but there is still more to do. We can always use help with this strenuous task. 
Three large trees were removed across from the visitor center due to age and damage. We hope to replace them with smaller trees.

The interior of  the Lindeman building is getting a major makeover. All the current exhibits on the south and west walls have been 
removed to provide space to create a display focused on the Lindeman company history. Plans include having a Lindeman crawler 
next to a John Deere BO tractor to show the modifications made to the tractor to create the crawler. It is hoped this exhibit will be 
ready in time for our Season Opening Event on April 6. 

The crew in the railcar are doing some painting and fixing up the displays. The crew in building 1 is working on a buggy that was 
in good shape when it was donated but needs some TLC. The sizing cups in the 1950s era apple packing line are worn out and new 
plastic cups are being manufactured by Yakima Plastics using a 3D printer. A golf  cart has been donated and the crew in the Danner 
building has gotten it ready for use. The crew in the Klingele building is working on several projects. They took the large diesel engine 
apart to see what it needed and found major problems and now must figure out how to finance the project. We are planning on  
putting a frost-free faucet in for the Horse~n~Harness area as the water near the corral is not yet turned on for some of  their events.

We are having early planning meetings for the major events at the museum, so they run smoothly. We have a new high-speed 
internet service and have installed eight security cameras throughout the museum. With Don’s help, they are working now so we can 
see what’s going on at the museum. In December, an automated external defibrillator (AED) was donated to the museum by Dan 
Mohrbacher of  AED Advocates, Inc. This unit can mean the difference between life and death in the event someone suffers a sudden 
cardiac arrest. We will be mounting it on the exterior of  the office so it will be readily accessible in the event of  an emergency.

We are still asking if  anyone has any split rail fencing that they have taken out, that the Civil War reenactors could have, as they 
would like to use it in the battlefield. The fence would be stored at the museum.

Thank you for your membership and a special thanks to those who volunteer, because they keep the museum operating.

PRESIDENT’S 
M E S S A G E by Wally Moen
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The acquisitions since the last newsletter:
•	 Corn sheller from George Maul
•	 2 Farmall tractors and other miscellaneous Farmall items 

from Wayne McCarty
•	 Cast iron motorized coal forge from Chuck Tripp
•	 LeRoi Stationary engine from Randy Schilperoort
•	 2-cylinder Cushman engine from Randy Schilperoort
•	 Gravity pump from Dennis Albano
•	 Lane Hope Chest & contents from Fred & Helen Mahre
•	 Club Car golf  cart from Tom Reil
•	 John Deere BO tractor from Johnson Orchards
•	 Chaps from anonymous
•	 Valve refacer from Jon Brulotte
•	 1947 Farmall A from Shane & Tami Lewis
•	 Player piano from Dick Drew
•	 1953 Ford Golden Jubilee tractor from Ken Baur

Memorials
Bob Herber, Don Bird, Clara Gray

Remember a friend or loved one with a memorial gift to the  
Central Washington Agricultural Museum. Money from a  
memorial is used for additions and improvements unless otherwise 
designated. When you send a memorial gift it is helpful if  you 
include the following information:

o Who to send the acknowledgment to along with the address.
o If  available, we appreciate a copy of  the obituary or a brief  bio 

of  the person.
o With a gift of  $25 or more the honored one’s name will be 

placed on a memorial board. It is a tax deductible gift.

Operations Manager Report by Don Evans

2023 was a busy year for CWAM Operations, and several major hurdles and problems were resolved. This year promises to be 
just as busy, as we leverage the technological and logistical solutions to fine tune the museum!

One of  the many commitments we had to the membership and the community was to obtain the internet accessibility that we 
needed to reach our goal of  being able to do live demonstrations and stream them to regional schools.  When we began, we had an 
internet service provider that delivered service incapable of  this requirement.  After researching many options, from fiber optics 
to several cellular internet providers, we decided on the Starlink satellite based solution; which I used for my remote property.  I’m 
happy to say that we now have download and upload speeds roughly 20 times faster than our previous provider…More than  
adequate to place the museum on the list for regional school live streaming!

When I first started with the museum we also had purchased a state-of-the-art Power Over Ethernet (POE) surveillance  
system from a local vendor.  The vendor, however, had arrived to install the equipment and found our internet download speeds to 
be inadequate (With our old provider).  They had abandoned the project, leaving the equipment uninstalled, and were demanding 
payment for a partial install.  I began negotiations with the vendor in summer of  2023, and despite some initial technical issues 
experienced by the vendor, I’m happy to say that the install was completed as per the system specs. We now have real-time  
surveillance on the property, and a real-time alert system for our caretaker (Jerry)!

Cheryl Reese and I had also highlighted a need for improved visibility and presentation for our event displays, after manning 
our info booth at the annual Cherry Institute convention last January. With the help of  the CWAM board, we were able to secure 
updated signage and a video system that displays informational videos on the museum (A special thanks to Bill McLaughlin, who 
donated the big screen tv for this project)!

Finally, the museum has lacked name recognition and community awareness, in part due to the park trees obscuring the  
museum, setback from the highway, and advertising funds that had gone unspent on some occasions. We are investing in fixing this 
issue and are hoping that this trend will be remedied in 2023, with a dedicated advertising campaign that will target regional media 
outlets, and center on our many exhibits and public events in 2024. This campaign will be funded entirely by grant money,  
earmarked for this purpose.

Our goals in 2024 include improving communications between volunteers, board members, and members, and improving 
our event management by incorporating elements of  true project management; an effort that began at the end of  2023.  With the 
fine-tuning of  event management, and the continued support of  all of  you, we are truly setting our sights on making the museum a 
regional attraction to any interested in the history of  agriculture, and especially to future generations!

Thank you for your continued membership, and support!
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Institute meeting



Education Coordinator Report by Cheryl Reese
 

	 Happy new year, everyone! I hope that your 2024 is off  to a great 
start.

Before I get into 2024, I want to share how we ended 2023. We 
jumped right into the holiday spirit, bundled up, and participated in two 
lighted parades, the Yakima Holiday Lighted parade, and Union Gap’s 
Old Fashioned Lighted Parade. Special thanks to everyone who helped 
decorate the entry. All those lights took a lot of  time! Thank you to Tami 
Walker and Lori Leach for braving the cold and riding on the trailer and 
to Greg Wilder for driving the truck that pulled the trailer. We had such 
a great time, and my hope is to create a new parade committee that can 
participate in parades all year. What a fun way to let everyone know that 
the Central Washington Agricultural Museum is still going strong. If  you 
are interested in being part of  the parade committee, you will find my 
contact information near the bottom of  this article.

As in years past, we also had a display at the Holiday Light Fest at State Fair Park. It’s fun to walk 
through the museum grounds with the representatives from State Fair Park while they pick out items 
for the yearly festivities.

It’s going to be a busy year at CWAM. One of  my big projects for the year revolves around  
Senate Bill 5813. This bill states that beginning no later than the 2025-2026 school year, school  
districts in Washington must offer instruction in agricultural literacy during grades 7-12. We would  
like to see that expanded to include at least two visits to a Washington State agricultural museum or  
learning center during grades K-12. I am working with LTAC member Tom Denlea and Union Gap  
Tourism Director Eric Patrick on this exciting assignment.

School field trip requests should start rolling in any time now. We already have a field trip scheduled for May 29. Lincoln  
Elementary in Ellensburg had such a great time during their spring 2023 trip that they have decided to make it an annual  
adventure. They had their 2024 trip scheduled before 2023 ended.

With all our yearly events on the calendar, planning is in full swing. We have already had our first Old Town Days meeting! It 
took place on the evening of  January 25th and was open to the public. As this is a large-scale community event, we encourage and 
invite everyone in Union Gap, as well as museum members, to participate in the organization and running of  this event.

The first major event on the calendar is the Season Opening on April 6, and planning is underway for that event as well. This 
fun day, along with all the other exciting activities on the calendar can’t happen without volunteers. Do you have a passion for 
trains? Let us teach you how to drive the kiddie train! Maybe you have an interest in local history and would like to talk to visitors 
about the Amos cabin or the Keys homestead or the Youngs cabin. Whatever your interest at CWAM, we can teach you to share 
your knowledge and enthusiasm with others. You can contact me at cwam.ed.coordinator@gmail.com.

To get the museum in tip top shape for the Season Opening, I am reaching out to many different groups and organizations 
in the area to coordinate a museum clean-up day. I am aiming for Saturday, March 30th. We would love to have you on site if  you 
are available and we can find you a project that suits your needs and abilities. If  you are available on another date and would like to 
help, please contact me and we can make arrangements. We can also chat at the Annual meeting on March 23.

I look forward to seeing you all soon!

Administrator Report by Paul Strater

One of  the offsite activities of  the Ag Museum is participation in the Annual Dozer Days. 
Held on April 20 and 21 at the State Fair Park, this year the event will take place in the large  
unpaved parking lot at the northeast corner of  the Fairgrounds. Heavy equipment like dozers, 
dump trucks, forklifts, and other construction equipment will be demonstrated—with  
opportunities for students to operate some machines. The Ag Museum will have a designated space 
to exhibit some of  the vintage equipment from our collection.  We will also feature our Education 
Program for kids and recruit volunteers from the professionals at the event.
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2024 Annual Membership Meeting. 
March 23, 1:00pm at the museum
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Lighted Parade. Photo by: Evan 
Abell/Yakima Herald Republic



Jerry always knew he was going to get another dog, but the choice couldn’t be rushed. He said he wanted a dog a little bigger 
than Mr. Pibb, but not a large animal. He didn’t want an older dog, nor did he want a puppy. Jerry visited the Yakima Humane 
Society several times exploring his options. On November 30, he brought home an energetic, playful, enthusiastic 2-month-old 
mixed breed puppy. Yes, puppy; so much for that idea. The first attribute noticed about the new arrival was his penchant for 
staying right at the heels of anyone and everyone. He literally became your shadow and it only took a couple of days for him to 
earn his name of – Shadow.

In the first weeks after Shadow arrived at the museum, Jerry “lost” him several times because if the dog was outside and a 
visitor came through, the puppy was on their heels. More than once, a visitor came to the office to ask “Do you know who this 
dog belongs to? He’s really friendly and followed us all the way out back.” 
Shadow is learning to come when called and usually stops following people 
when Jerry says, “Come Shadow!” One of the more unusual things the puppy 
did in his first days here was very quickly, and expertly untie people’s shoes. 
Shadow’s training is progressing and now at five months he has doubled in 
weight and is much calmer, though he still has a long way to go.

There are several people who come to the museum every day to play with 
and walk their dogs, or walk the trails on the ridge. It has become a routine 
for some to take Shadow with them on these excursions. Jerry had hoped 
this exercise and socialization with other dogs would tire Shadow out, but it 
doesn’t seem to do so. Shadow is beginning to fit in nicely and is a welcome 
addition to the museum “staff ”.

Sitting on his butt 
waiting for treats

Belly rubs are goodAlways happy Mr. Pibb Center of attention at 
 field trips

Mr. Pibb  2010 – 2023
Special thanks to Vaughn Warren who made this wall  

hanging as a memorial to Mr. Pibb

Chewed up stuffed 
toyBelly rubs are goodLicking at the bottom of  

people’s feet Much calmer at 5 months

On Sept 28, 2023, the museum lost its mascot, 
official greeter, and our host Jerry’s faithful com-
panion, when Mr. Pibb passed away. The chubby 
little fellow, with tail constantly wagging, was always 
friendly and happy as he rolled over for belly rubs 
and sat on his butt begging for treats. In October 
2020, he survived a coyote attack and bounced back 
to his normal happy self. Mr. Pibb was always the 
center of attention during school field trips and he 
greatly enjoyed all the petting he received. In his 
later years, Mr. Pibb developed diabetes and was 
completely blind, but sniffed his way around the 
grounds so effectively that most were not aware of 
the thirteen-year-old dog’s limitations. He is missed 
by all, but especially by Jerry.

Shadow was two months old when  
he joined the family

Cute Shadow

CENTRAL WASHINGTON AG MUSEUM GREETERS
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2023 MEMBERSHIPS
Thank you to the 180 people and organizations who paid memberships in 2023. 
$500 & Up
Rob Gallion, Jean’s Cottage Inn, Cheryl & David Stave,  
Yakima Co-operative Association
$250 & Up 
Burrows Tractor, Gary & Kris Green, Harris Farms, Pape Machinery Ag & Turf, 
Kathy Schultz, Nick Schultz, Curtis & Mary R Sundquist
$100 & Up
Sandi Vogel, Ruth Bishop, Jan Buckley (Estate of  Bill Driskill), Dave Calhoun, Kathy 
Kramer (Central WA Fair Association), Joanne Chapa (Chestnut Place Properties 
LLC), Darrell & Joyce Downing, Larry Dykes & Marian Easton-Dykes, Kathy 
Fletcher, Jim & Cheryl Gamache, Bob Gimlin, Ross & Patricia Herber, Rod & Donna 
Hodel, Fred Hutchinson, Instant Press Inc, Scott & Lyndee Campbell (K-5 Contract-
ing Inc.), Jim Kabrich, Nancy A Kenmotsu, Tony & Melody Pottratz, Robin & Jean 
Robert (Robert Ranch 5 + 1 LLC), Paul & Patty Schafer, Mike & Brian Schrantz, 
Ella Schreiner Family, Gerald Severance, Al & Elin Showalter, Diane Grignon & Ben 
Snowden, Ken & Millie Stenehjem, Margaret Morris & Ken Tolonen, Yakima Valley 
Horseless Carriage Club, Ron Zirkle
$75 & Up
Ellen Allmendinger, Tim & CC Gamache, Diana Kempf  & Robert Landles, Todd 
Schultz, Misti Uptain
$50 & Up
Bill Allen, Sandy Allen, Robyn Joye Auerill, John A Baule, Becky Bishop, Steve Bishop, 

Carol Blomgren, Garrett Blomgren, Greg Blomgren, Karen Blomgren, Kent Blomgren, 
Sharon & Ron Bounds, Randy E Boyer, Barney E Brown, David Brown, Buena Grange 
#836, Bill Horst, Howard & Evelyn Campbell, Alfredo Carrillo, Rafael Carrillo, Eu-
genia Carvo, Harvey Cleem, Matt R Cleem, Purdy G Conrad, Harold & Betty Cook, 
Rosemary Corn, Juan Cruz, Douglas D’Avis, Vanessa Dietrich, Karen Dillon, Richard 
& Rebecca Drew, Opal Duffield, Kelvin & Amanda Efterfield, Adrian Enriquez-Cruz, 
Anna Fellmann, Ken Tolonen (Fruitvale Grange #348), Steven E Fund, Tonie Fund, 
Alan Geho, David Geho, Kim Geho, Jaime Gonzalez, Clay & Lisa Graham, Susan 
Branch (Grange Library), Andy & Peg Granitto, Don Groth, Mike Haider, Sylvia Hall, 
Norma Haney, Lynn & Tracy Harden, Laurie Harmon-Willard, Dale C Harris, Kathleen 
& Larry Hatcher, Timm Heberlein, Robert & Sandie Hennessy, John Hodkinson, Dale 
Hoech, Roy & Janelle Moses (Holy Cow Natural Organic Beef), Kellen Hopkins, Reyne 
Jimenez, Karen Klingele, Brian L Knotts, John & Sally Kobli, Debra Lafave-Smith, Ron 
Lange, W. Eugene & Carole Lange, Merrill Waddle & Kimberly Lansing, Janet Larios, 
Lisa Lindholm, Mark Lindholm, Windy Lovejoy, Judy Markham, Alice May, Lukus & 
Kane Huss & Mark & Laura McDaniel, William McLaughlin, Dexter McNair Jr, Donna 
Miller, Tiffany Miller, Wally & Roberta Moen, Brian O Molina, Ambrose A Nalley Jr, 
Abigail Nickelsen, George Nix, Kate Olson, Kim & Michael Orr, Luis Ortega, Pacific 
NW Snowmobile Club, Rose Parker, Eric & Wendy Patrick, Rod Patterson, Dick & 
Janice Picatti, Don Picatti, Jim Warner (Perfection Tire), Jim Polley, Peggy & Ellexis & 
Mark Rice, Michael Rogers, Lowell & Carole Romfo, Jose A Roque, Vivian Russell, Ken 
& Judy Ruthardt, Abraham Sanchez, Dave Scheuffele, Becky Scholl, Larry Scholl, Phil & 
Shirley Seghers, Kate Shire, Joseph Smith, Anand Srinivasan, Sathish Srinivasan, Terry 
Stewart, Jeanne Strater, Paul Strater, George Streby, Randy & Linda Sundstrom, Rebecca 
J Swanson, Richard Swanson, Kay Tandberg, Clyde & Merla Thysell, Chuck Tierney, 
Elizabeth Wade, Dwight & Rita Wagenmann, Jerry Warner, Vaughn Warren, Ada Ruth 
Whitmore (Whoop-N-Hollar Ranch), Greg Wilder, Connie Williams, Paul Williams, 
Floyd A Wilson, James & Geraldine Honeyford (Windmill Farms), Ralph L Woodall Jr, 
John & Leslie Wornell, Marti Sondgeroth (Yakima Rock & Mineral Club), Janna Hagarty 
(Yakima Valley Pomona #11), James A Yockey & Family

2024 MEMBERSHIPS
Thank you to everyone who has renewed your membership. You are the engine that 
keeps the Ag Museum humming along. If  you haven’t yet renewed your membership, 
please consider doing so. Anything above the minimum $50 membership is a most 
welcome donation. Thanks again! 

As of  February 27, 2024

$500 & UP
Rob Gallion, Cheryl & David Stave

$250 & UP
AACA Central WA. Region, Burrows Tractor, Harris Farms, Kathy Schultz, Nick 
Schultz, Curtis & Mary R Sundquist, Sandi Vogel

$100 & UP
Ruth Bishop, Dave Calhoun, Kathy Kramer (Central WA Fair Association), Matt R 
Cleem, Larry Dykes & Marian Easton-Dykes, Jim & Cheryl Gamache, Gary & Kris 
Green, Norma Haney, Ross & Patricia Herber, Rod & Donna Hodel, John Hodkin-
son, Fred Hutchinson, Instant Press Inc, Scott & Lyndee Campbell (K-5 Contracting 
Inc.), Tony & Melody Pottratz, Robin & Jean Robert (Robert Ranch 5 + 1 LLC),  

Ken & Judy Ruthardt, Paul & Patty Schafer, Mike & Brian Schrantz, Ella Schreiner 
Family, Gerald Severance, Diane Grignon & Ben Snowden, Ron Zirkle

$75 & UP
Andy & Peg Granitto, Vaughn Warren

$50 & UP
Dennis Albano, Bill Allen, Sandy Allen, Ellen Allmendinger, John A Baule, Becky  
Bishop, Steve Bishop, Carol Blomgren, Greg Blomgren, Karen Blomgren, Kent 
Blomgren, Bill Horst, Howard & Evelyn Campbell, Harvey Cleem, Purdy G Conrad, 
Harold & Betty Cook, Rosemary Corn, Karen Dillon, Tim & CC Gamache, Bob 
Gimlin, Clay & Lisa Graham, Susan Branch (Grange Library), Mike Haider, Kathleen & 
Larry Hatcher, Timm Heberlein, Dale Hoech, Jim Kabrich, John & Sally Kobli, Diana 
Kempf  & Robert Landles, Ron Lange, W. Eugene & Carole Lange, Judy Markham, 
Lukus & Kane Huss & Mark & Laura McDaniel, William McLaughlin, Ron Miller, 
Wally & Roberta Moen, Abigail Nickelsen, George Nix, Pacific NW Snowmobile Club, 
Rose Parker, Eric & Wendy Patrick, Jim Warner (Perfection Tire), Jim Polley, Peggy 
& Ellexis & Mark Rice, Vivian Russell, Dave Scheuffele, Becky Scholl, Larry Scholl, 
Todd Schultz, Phil & Shirley Seghers, Terry Stewart, George Streby, Randy & Linda 
Sundstrom, Rebecca J Swanson, Kay Tandberg, Misti Uptain, Elizabeth Wade, Dwight 
& Rita Wagenmann, Greg Wilder, Connie Williams, Paul Williams, Ralph L Woodall Jr, 
John & Leslie Wornell, Marti Sondgeroth (Yakima Rock & Mineral Club), Janna Hagarty 
(Yakima Valley Pomona #11), James A Yockey & Family

ANNUAL FUNDRAISER 2023
$500 & Up
Rob Gallion, Burrows Tractor, Yakima Co-operative Association
$250 & Up 
Bob Gimlin, Curtis & Mary R Sundquist
$100 & Up
Gary Feser, Gary & Kris Green, Kathy Schultz, Nick Schultz, Lowell & Carole Romfo, 
Jan Buckley (Estate of  Bill Driskill), Darrell & Joyce Downing, Jim & Cheryl Gamache, 

Nancy A Kenmotsu, Judy Markham, Tony & Melody Pottratz, Paul & Patty Schafer, Ella 
Schreiner Family, Cheryl & David Stave, Ken & Millie Stenehjem, Margaret Morris & 
Ken Tolonen, Janna Hagarty (Yakima Valley Pomona #11), Ron Zirkle
$50 & Up
Bill Allen, Sandy Allen, Diana Kempf  & Robert Landles, Gerald Severance
$25 & Up  
Ellen Allmendinger, Barney E Brown, Purdy G Conrad, Mike Haider, Dale Hoech,  
Jim Kabrich, Don Picatti, Jim Polley, Peggy & Ellexis & Mark Rice, Vivian Russell, 
Ralph L Woodall Jr

Thank You Sponsors
The Central Washington Agricultural Museum extends a sincere thank-you to all the businesses that sponsored our events and 

activities in 2023. We truly cannot do it without you. The sponsor banners are displayed virtually all year, not just during events, 
where thousands of  people see your name and logo regularly.

If  you would like to become a 2024 sponsor, please contact Don Evans before March 31, at cwam.operations.mgr@gmail.com
2023 GOLD SPONSORS: Borton Fruit, Cascade Licensing, Union Gap Transit/Medstar Transportation
2023 SILVER SPONSORS: Riddco, Inc., Fruit City, HLA Engineering and Land Surveying, Inc,  
Mill Creek Natural Foods/Vibrant Health, Pacific CA Services, Servpro of  Yakima, United Sales, Inc.
2023 BRONZE SPONSORS: Los Hernandez Tamales, LLC, Pepp’rmint Stick Drive-In, Rankin Equipment
2023 COPPER SPONSORS: Joel’s Tire, Yakima Battery & Auto Electric, Inc



4508 Main St.
Union Gap, WA 98903-2138

Phone: 509-457-8735
Email:  
info@centralwaagmuseum.org
www.centralwaagmuseum.org

Horse~n~Harness Clinic	 April 6
Season Opening	 April 6
Old Steel Car Show	 April 28
Northwest Regional Truck Show*	 May 3 & 4
Sponsored by the Antique Truck Historical Society
Swap Meet*	 June 8
Sponsored by the Antique Automobile Club of 
American Central Washington Region
Old Town Days & Civil War 	 June 15 & 16
Re-enactment	  
Pioneer Power Show & Swap Meet 	Aug. 17 & 18
Agri-Copia	 Oct. 12 & 13
* Not a  
museum event

EVENTS COMING UP

April 6


